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Mr. Ian Barteaux Mr. Barteaux played three years of Major Jr. Hockey with the Kootenay ICE where he was 
awarded best defense man for the ICE and was the runner up for the Humanitarian of the 
year for the league during his 20 year old year.  After graduating from the WHL Mr. Barteaux 
played five years for the University of Alberta for the Golden Bears where he won four 
conference titles, had four national appearances, was named to the National Allstar team, 
and one CIS National Title in his last year as a Bear. During his time at the University of 
Alberta, Mr. Barteaux graduated with two degrees, one in Physical Education and one in 
Education with a minor in biology. At the time of his practicums, Mr. Barteaux was 
nominated for excellence in student teaching. After graduating, Mr. Barteaux spent time in 
the Edmonton Oilers, Colorado Avalanche, and Boston Bruins farm systems before retiring 
and entering the teaching profession full time. In Mr. Barteaux's spare time he still enjoys 
playing competitive hockey at the Sr. AAA level, where he won the Alberta Provincial 
Championship and was named to the Allen Cup Allstar team as a top defense man. Mr. 
Barteaux owns an English Bulldog named Ralph who frequents the hallways on the 
weekends looking for any crumbs students may have dropped.  

Rick Carriere previously taught at Vimy from 2004 until 2012 after serving as General 
Manager of the Western Hockey League’s Medicine Hat Tigers from 2000 to 2004 as well as 
scouting for the Tigers until 2012.  From 2012 – 2018 Mr. Carriere worked for the Edmonton 
Oilers as Senior Director of Player Development. The Edmonton native was also a Head 
Coach in the Western Hockey League, as he guided the Red Deer Rebels from 1994 to 1996 
and then became the Tigers’ Head Coach and Director of Hockey Operations from 1996 to 
2000, prior to moving into the General Manager position. Rick was also an Assistant Coach 
for the Calgary Flames’ American Hockey League affiliate, Saint John Flames from 1992 to 
1994. While attending the U of A, Carriere played for the Golden Bears from 1981 to 1985, 
where he earned his Bachelor of Education degree playing for Clare Drake and Billy Moores. 
After graduating from the U of A, Carriere returned to NAIT and began his coaching career as 
an assistant coach to Perry Pearn from 1985 to 1989. In 1989/90 he took over the Head 
Coaching position for one year before going to coach the SEIBU Bears in the Japan Hockey 
League from 1990 – 1992. 
High School PHYS ED – Hockey 
Social Studies and English/LA 

Mr. Rick Carriere 
 

Mr. Cavanaugh is a graduate of the University of Saskatchewan, having earned a degree in 
Education with a Major in Industrial Arts and a Minor in Mathematics. He graduated from the 
University of Saskatchewan in 2012 and has since then worked in both the Prairie Spirit 
School Division and Sun West School Division. Mr. Cavanaugh made the move to Edmonton 
with his wife in the fall of 2018. He joined the Vimy team on December 21, 2018 as a 
temporary Sport Fit and Science 9 teacher before moving into Construction on February 4, 
2019. He has taught both at the junior high and high school level for the last 9 years. This year 
at Vimy Ridge, he is teaching grade 7, 8, and 9 Art as well as high school Construction. He is 
proud to help run the Vimy Ridge Rotary Club and beyond excited to start teaching an 
environmental course for the 7 - 9’s this fall. During his free time you will likely find Mr. 
Cavanaugh on the river valley bike trails, kayaking down the river, or dumpster diving for 
construction treasures. 

Mr. Todd Cavanaugh 



Mrs. Chimera is a graduate of the University of Alberta, having earned a degree in Education 
with a Major in Physical Education and a Minor in French.  She graduated from the University 
of Alberta in 2003 and has since then worked in both the Black Gold Regional School District 
and the Edmonton Public School District.  She has taught both at the junior high and high 
school level for the last 16 years.  This year at Vimy Ridge, she is teaching grade 7, 8, and 9 
French as a Second Language, and is helping run the Outdoor Pursuits Program.  Alongside 
teaching, Mrs. Chimera enjoys coaching various sports such as Volleyball, Basketball and Slo
-Pitch.  When not teaching, you can find her at the soccer field, baseball diamond or the 
hockey rink watching her son play these sports.  

Mrs. Jill Chimera 

Mr. Copeland is a graduate of the University of Alberta, and has been with Edmonton Public 
Schools for the last 23 years. He loves teaching with such a wonderful group of staff and 
students here at Vimy Ridge Academy. He hopes to pass on his passion for history and all 
things social studies to all of his students. Mr. Copeland has taught all high school Social 
Studies courses including the International Baccalaureate & AP programs. When not at school 
Mr. Copeland spends his free time with his beautiful wife Lorianne and his energetic and 
handsome son Jackson.  

Mr. Paul Copeland 

Mr. Chute is currently in his twenty-sixth year of teaching, and his twenty-fifth year at Vimy 
Ridge Academy. Being one of Vimy Ridge’s original staff, he has been part of the evolution of 
this amazing school. Mr. Chute currently works in Student Services as the school's Registrar 
and helps to provide academic support and guidance to our Vimy population, especially in 
support of our students' post-secondary aspirations. Aside from his interests in math and 
music, he also has a strong interest in Animal Assisted Intervention (AAI) research, and was 
involved in a pilot AAI program at Vimy in support of student and staff wellness. Mr. Chute is 
keen to have students succeed in their math classes, as this will have a positive impact in 
their science classes (particularly in physics) as well as in their future post-secondary 
endeavours. “Don’t be afraid to try...your chance for success improves dramatically!” 

Mr. Michael Chute 

Ms. Chmilar is currently in her 9th year of teaching, the last 5 being at Vimy Ridge. She is a 
graduate of the University of Alberta. While earning both a degree in Education and a 
degree in Psychology, Ms. Chmilar played for the University of Alberta Pandas Hockey team, 
winning 3 National Championships. Working at Vimy she combines her passions for teaching 
and coaching. She grew up in Edmonton, playing with the NWZ Hawks and then with the 
Canadian Athletic Club, and enjoys giving back to the community though coaching minor 
hockey. When not the the hockey rink Ms. Chmilar enjoys spending time with her family. 

Ms. Jill Chmilar 



Mr. Davis is a graduate of the University of Alberta, having earned a Bachelor in Education 
degree with a Major in CTS: Trades Manufacturing and Transportation and a Minor in 
Physical Education in 2021. Before becoming a teacher, Mr. Davis earned a certificate in 
aircraft skin and structure repair and a diploma in aircraft mechanics and spent many years 
in the aviation industry as an aircraft mechanic. Since becoming a teacher, Mr. Davis has 
worked with many grade levels having taught elementary, junior high and high school 
classes. Currently he is teaching construction for grades 7-12 at Vimy Ridge Academy. In his 
free time, he likes to play hockey, golf, ski and spend as much time as he can in the great 
outdoors with his family. 

Mr. Jason Davis 

Mr. Dochuk has a Bachelor of Education and Physical Education, with a specialization in 
Health and Fitness Promotion. This is his seventh year at Vimy Ridge. He brings a great deal 
of playing and coaching experience to the Vimy staff. He has played hockey in the WHL and 
AJHL. He has coached and taught various ages in hockey from Initiation to University. Mr. 
Dochuk is looking forward to the challenges of working with the students at Vimy and being 
a part of a dynamic staff in a very unique school and program. When he is not teaching or on 
the ice with Vimy Hockey, you will find him at the rink enjoying watching his three boys 
playing hockey. 

Mr. Kent Dochuk 

Ms. de Paz graduated from The King’s University with a Bachelor of Arts in History and 
Mathematics and an After Degree in Secondary Education. Throughout her life she has been 
a dedicated soccer player, playing for various teams at various levels. Although her dreams 
to become a professional player were cut short due to injury, Ms.de Paz still finds joy in 
playing. After completing her junior and senior high at Vimy Ridge where she was part of 
the Green and Gold Academy, she is excited to be back in the environment that she grew up 
in and can identify with! 

Ms. Blanca De Paz 

Mrs. Covlin-Dewart has been an instructor in Vimy Dance since 1996. She has her B.Ed., 
B.P.E. (dance), and M.A., focusing on dance injuries.  Working with grade 7 and 8 students 
in social studies is both a challenge and a pleasure, and her students always bring unique 
perspectives to their learning. Learning with and from students is an important part of her 
teaching.  Mrs. Covlin-Dewart is a strong advocate of the arts and encourages all students to 
reach their potential through dance, be it artistically, physically, technically, or emotionally. 
Her favorite parts of the teaching day are interacting with students one on one and seeing 
them shine. She is the Program Director for Vimy Dance and is a well-known choreographer 
and teacher in the Edmonton dance community. Her husband and two children help her to 
bring a family perspective to her teaching. 

Mrs. Tina  
Covlin-Dewart 



Born in Halifax and raised in Fort Saskatchewan, Mr. Evans has a Bachelor of Arts and a 
Bachelor of Education from the University of Alberta, with a French Major and an English 
Minor. He also has a Master of Arts in Missiology from Canadian Theological Seminary, 
which he uses in his leadership role at Wyecliff Bible Chapel in Sherwood Park. Mr. Evans 
has had the privilege of teaching at Vimy Ridge Academy since it opened in 1999, having 
taught previously at Bonnie Doon School. He is married with a daughter, Dorothy, and a son, 
Robbie. This year, he is teaching Junior High French and language arts. Mr. Evans hopes that 
his students will always strive to do their best work as they study and learn this year, and that 
they will find their studies enjoyable, finding personal meaning in the material that will help 
them to make the knowledge and skills they learn their own.  

Mr. Geoffrey Evans 

Mr. Dyck has been teaching with Edmonton Public Schools since 2004 and has experience 
will all levels of Mathematics from grade 7 all the way up to Math 30-1 and Math 31 including 
International Baccalaureate.  In previous positions he has been Mathematics Curriculum 
Coordinator and Department Head of Mathematics.  His focus for this year is improving math 
results at all levels by putting emphasis on the basics and building student’s confidence in 
their skills.  In his free time Mr. Dyck  coaches hockey for his son and daughter and finds 
time to play recreation hockey himself. 

Mr. Steven Dyck 

Blair is a graduate of the University of Alberta, having earned both his Education and 
Physical Education degrees in 2005. Born and raised in Lloydminster, he became a goalie by 
default. The youngest of three boys, Blair strapped on the couch cushions for many a game 
of basement hockey with his older brothers. All of this practice prepared him for his 
goaltending position later in life; with stops in the AJHL, SJHL and WHL. Mr. Faulkner has 
been at Vimy since 2013 and has spent his time working with the goaltending program in 
Vimy Hockey and teaching Physical Education to Junior and Senior high students. Each year 
at Vimy, Blair is challenging Mr. Rolheiser for the cleanest desk award and strives to keep 
the self-appointed title away from him. Being outdoors and staying active are strong 
passions for Blair as he enjoys biking, skiing, squash, paddle boarding and golfing. Blair is 
kept busy at home with his two girls as he and his wife, Jaclyn, look forward to watching 
them grow and traveling together as a family. 

Mr. Blair Faulkner  

I am happy to be teaching at Vimy Ridge Academy, where I can combine two of my 
passions, teaching and soccer.  I have two degrees from the University of Alberta, a B.A. 
and a B.Ed, as well as various coaching qualifications. 
 
I have spent most of my life in Edmonton and am happy to be living and raising a family in 
what I consider my hometown.  I have been lucky enough to travel extensively which I feel 
adds to my teaching of social studies.  Soccer has been very good to me, allowing me to 
travel and push myself, testing my limits.  I am happy to be giving back to the sport that has 
given me so much. 
 

Mr. M.P. Duxbury 



I was born in Edmonton but attended many schools growing up in northern Alberta, where I 
eventually made my way to Simon Fraser University on a football scholarship and transferred 
to the U of A to finish off my football career and obtain a Bachelor of Education degree in 
1999. I immediately started teaching in EPSB and after 3 years I took off to teach in Frankfurt, 
Germany for 2 years of work and travel. Upon my return, I taught for another 4 years when I 
then became an Athletic Director and filled that role for 4 more years. I then became an 
assistant principal for one year and returned back to teaching at Vimy the year after. This is 
now my 11th year at Vimy. Personal accomplishments have been playing Golden Bears 
Football (1994- 1999), being certified as Canadian Athletic Administrator, climbing 
Kilimanjaro, being an 11-time Ironman finisher and 6-time half Ironman finisher, along with 
fulfilling my passion for travel to all of Western Europe and parts of Eastern Europe, as well 
as Africa and most of North America. None of this would be possible without the love and 
support of my two girls (Nina and Leona) and my wife, Karen. 

Mr. Kris Fedun 

Mr. Sam Fix Mr. Fix was born and raised in the Edmonton area. After pursuing a career in academics at 
the U of A, he realized his passion for working with youth and quickly changed faculties into 
Education. Mr. Fix grew up playing many sports, including hockey, lacrosse, volleyball, golf, 
and water-skiing. Mr. Fix is a PGA of Canada Golf Professional and is very excited to be a 
part of the Vimy Golf program. He is extremely grateful to work alongside the exceptional 
staff and students that make up the community of Vimy Ridge Academy. 
  
When not at work, Mr. Fix enjoys spending time with his lovely wife and three beautiful 
daughters as well as his many nieces and nephews. In the winter, he can usually be found at 
the hockey rink either playing or watching his nieces/nephews; in the summer if he is not 
spending time with his family at the lake, he is likely golfing or riding his motorbike.   

Ms. Fenton is a graduate of the University of Alberta. She obtained a Bachelor of Kinesiology 
and Bachelor of Education with a Major in Physical Education and a Minor in Biology. This is 
Ms. Fenton's fourth year at Vimy Ridge Academy. She is excited to be with the Vimy Ringette 
program as it combines her passion for physical activity, coaching and teaching. Ms. Fenton 
grew up playing on a variety of sports teams and other extracurricular activities. She plays 
ringette, hockey, volleyball, slo-pitch and any other activities that keep her active in her free 
time. 

  

Ms. Kaitlyn Fenton 

Ms. Alison Forsyth Born and raised in Grande Prairie, Alison has lived and taught in Calgary and in Edmonton. 
She has taught several different special education programs in the district. She is excited to 
take over as Individual Support Program teacher and learn new and creative ways to connect 
with students with profound special needs.  Outside school, Alison enjoys going on 
adventures with her husband, son, and dog. She enjoys traveling and exploring new places 
with her family. She is very excited to be at Vimy Ridge Academy! 



Mrs. Janel Fuller Mrs. Fuller strongly believes in the important role that physical and mental wellness play in 
academics. Growing up in a small town she participated in every sport that was offered. She 
still enjoys playing volleyball, ball hockey and slo-pitch whenever she can, but can more 
often be found in the bleachers cheering on her children. In her downtime, she enjoys 
reading, yoga, and camping.  Mrs. Fuller is looking forward to a great year of fostering 
lifelong wellness and learning in all her students! 

Mrs. Ganton is looking forward to a great year at Vimy as Department Head of CTS, LOTE, 
and Fine Arts. This year she is teaching Foods. 
 
Whenever she gets the chance, Mrs. Ganton loves to travel. She has lived in four countries 
and has travelled to many more as she enjoys learning about and living in different cultures. 
When she is not teaching, she loves spending time with her husband, children, and friends. 
She is delighted to be at Vimy Ridge and feels lucky to have the opportunity to share her 
passion for language, culture, and food with her students. 

Mrs. Bethany Ganton 

Mrs. Hansen is a graduate of the University of Alberta with a Bachelor of Physical Education 
and Bachelor of Education. She is excited to join Vimy’s Sport Fit program as it combines her 
passion for physical fitness and teaching. Over the last 10 years she has stayed home with 
her daughters and has been actively involved with coaching volleyball. She has enjoyed 
watching these athletes not only develop within the sport but embrace a hard work ethic that 
will benefit them for life. Christy looks forward to coming back into the school system where 
she can teach a larger range of course material and continue her passion of positively 
impacting student’s lives. 

Mrs. Christy Hansen 

Mrs. Harris is a graduate of the University of Alberta with a Bachelor of Education specializing 
in Physical Education. She has taught multiple subjects from grade 7 to 12 and has been with 
Edmonton Public Schools since 2002. She has coached many sports over the years and has a 
passion for helping youth develop skills that will last them throughout their lives. Mrs. Harris 
also has a Master’s of Arts Counseling Psychology degree from Yorkville University. She 
practices as a Registered Provisional Psychologist outside of school hours specializing in 
adolescent and adult therapy for a variety of mental health issues. She also delivers sport 
psychology sessions to teams and sees athletes for performance related mental health 
concerns. During her free time, she is usually watching her sons play sports, coaching, 
working with sports organizations and volunteering at places like the distress line for the 
Canadian Mental Health Association. Mrs. Harris is excited to help break the stigma 
surrounding mental health and hopes to be a welcoming counselor to all students at Vimy. 

Mrs. Kari Harris 



Mr. Hubert is a product of Edmonton, and attended both MacEwan University and the 
University of Alberta, where he earned a Bachelor of Arts in History and an after degree in 
Education specializing in Social Studies and Special Needs. He spent the first 4 years of his 
career teaching in a district behaviour site, and is excited to join Vimy this year as the 
instructor in the brand new Esports program. In his spare time, Mr. Hubert enjoys playing 
soccer as a keeper, playing a variety of video games, drawing, and spending time with his 
wife, dog, and soon to be daughter!  

Mr. Joshua Hubert 

Mr. Kleinmann's current teaching assignment includes the following courses:  Biology 20 and 
30, Science 20, Science 9, and High School Sport Fit / Sport Studies. 
  
Mr. Kleinmann has been involved with coaching many extracurricular activities at Vimy 
Ridge such as volleyball, basketball, golf, and badminton. Mr. Kleinmann has a strong 
passion for staying fit by participating in a variety of activities. You can typically find Mr. 
Kleinmann on the golf course in the summer, the curling rink in the winter, and either 
running or riding his bike through Edmonton's beautiful river valley throughout the year. Mr. 
Kleinmann is also involved in coaching his children in hockey, basketball, baseball, golf, and 
ringette. Mr. Kleinmann always enjoys participating in any sport/activity and is always 
looking for something new to try out.    

Mr. Chris Kleinmann 

Ms. Ilkiw completed her education at the University of Alberta where she obtained a 
Bachelors of Kinesiology and a Bachelor of Education. She grew up dancing, as well as 
playing other recreational sports, and has furthered her training by becoming a member of 
Viva Dance Company. Ms. Ilkiw is thrilled to be back joining the Sportfit program again this 
year. Although she has taught for Vimy Dance for many years previously, this marks her third 
year teaching academics and other sport programming at the school. Away from teaching, 
Ms. Ilkiw enjoys travelling, being outdoors and staying active. You will likely find her paddle 
boarding on the river, cross-country skiing, or running through the river valley in her free 
time.  

Ms. Hannah Ilkiw 

Mr. Lang graduated from Concordia University of Edmonton with a Bachelor of Arts in 
Sociology and French, he continued his post-secondary education at The King's University of 
Edmonton where he completed an After Degree in Secondary Education. Throughout his life 
he has always stayed active by playing competitive soccer, working out, and exploring 
different hiking trails in the mountains. As a Social and French teacher, he appreciates 
various cultures, traditions, architecture, and languages. This enticed him to travel to 10 
different countries through Eastern and Western Europe this past summer. Mr. Lang attended 
Vimy Ridge Academy in junior high where he was part of the Green and Gold Academy, and 
he is excited to be back in the very school that helped develop him into the athlete/
individual he is today. 

Mr. Kevin Lang 



Miss MacKay is a graduate of the University of Alberta; she has a B.A. and a B.Ed. in English, 
French, and Spanish; she also has a diploma in computer programming. She is passionate 
about sharing her love of reading, writing, and language while inspiring the same in her 
students. Although, as a youth, she enjoyed the privilege of playing on two provincial teams 
(softball and 5 pin bowling), her current interests range from quilting to kickboxing. Her 
favourite thing to say is: "Only boring people get bored!"  

Miss Nicole MacKay 

Mr. Alan Lewis No biography provided. 

Mrs. Georgia Mader is new to Vimy Ridge Academy and is excited to start her journey as 
Assistant Principal. Georgia was born in Romania and immigrated to Canada at the age of 
five. She graduated from an Edmonton high school, and received a division one basketball 
scholarship to North Dakota State University. She has played basketball at numerous post 
secondary institutions and graduated from University of Alberta with her Education degree. 
Georgia has worked at Memorial Composite High School, Eastglen, Westmount, and 
W.P.Wagner. She has coached basketball for over 12 years and has a passion working on 
skill development with young athletes.  When not at work, Mrs. Mader enjoys spending 
time with her husband, two children and two dogs. She enjoys travelling and exploring new 
places with her family. She is very excited to be at Vimy Ridge Academy! 

Mrs. Georgia Mader 

Terra Mahood completed her Education degree at the University of Alberta in December 
2008.  Although she has taught in Vimy Dance since its inception, she was thrilled to join the 
VRA staff in January 2009 as an academic teacher as well.  Ms. Mahood graduated from the 
Edmonton School of Ballet Teacher Training program in 1991 and furthered her studies in 
both ballet and academics.  She achieved her Licentiate exam in the Cecchetti Method in 
1993 and completed her first university degree, with a major in Psychology, in 1997.  Ms. 
Mahood is excited to be teaching in the classroom as well as in the dance studio, and hopes 
to offer a unique perspective to both her dance and academic students while inspiring them 
to achieve their personal bests.  She is excited to be teaching Social Studies, French, and 
Dance.  

Ms. Terra Mahood 



Jillian Marino has been with EPSB for 30 years and worked as a teacher at Mary Butterworth, 
John D. Bracco, Nellie McClung at Oliver, and Queen Elizabeth High School. She began her 
leadership journey as a Department Head of Social Studies, and then continued in the role of 
an Assistant Principal at Queen Elizabeth (2001-2005), J. Percy Page (2005 - 2009), Jasper 
Place (2009 - 2012), and Eastglen (2012-2013) High Schools. She has been the Principal at 
John D. Bracco Junior High from 2013-2018 and now Principal at Vimy Ridge Academy. She 
was the captain of the volleyball and basketball teams and played defense on the field 
hockey team in high school, while attending the International School of Islamabad, in 
Pakistan. She went on to play volleyball at the University of Victoria until she sustained an 
ankle injury in her first sky-diving expedition. She completed a Bachelor of Arts with a major 
in French and a minor in History at UVic and then obtained her post-degree Bachelor of 
Education at the U of A.  She has coached volleyball and basketball at both the Junior High 
and Senior High levels. She has experience with athletics in Track Cycling and supporting 
National Team athletes in World Cup events and the Pan Am Games in Winnipeg. She has 
also cheered on her husband in the World Master's Games in Rugby here in Edmonton. 
Currently, her favorite role is on the sidelines supporting their son at both indoor and outdoor 
soccer games, as well as their daughter at gymnastics and on the ice in Figure Skating. As a 
leader in our district, Jillian believes in building community, supporting students in academic 
achievement, developing leadership and citizenship in youth, mental health safety and 
wellness, and ensuring student and staff success in the teaching and learning journey 
together. 

Mrs. Jillian Marino 

Director/Instructor – The BJJ Program at Vimy Ridge and Donnan School  
Curt Malin has been a teacher with Edmonton Public Schools for the past 17 years. Before 
teaching with Edmonton Public Schools, Mr. Malin taught for 5 years with Bosco Homes, a 
school for at-risk children.  
 
Curt grew up in Edmonton, playing hockey with South Side Athletic Club (S.S.A.C.), then 
played two years with the Powell River Kings in the B.C.H.L before earning an NCAA 
scholarship to Anchorage Alaska. He played three seasons in the NCAA before returning to 
Edmonton to finish his degree, where he played with the U of A Golden Bears hockey team, 
winning the National Championship during the 2000-2001 season. Having to medically retire 
from hockey after the 2001 season, Curt began his martial arts journey culminating on April 
22nd, 2012, when he became the 12th Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu black belt in Alberta. It took Curt over 
10 years of intense study and hard training to reach this coveted milestone. Curt’s favourite 
aspect of Jiu-Jitsu is the foundation of leverage and reliance on technique rather than having 
to be strong or athletic.  
 
Curt is in his 16th year running the Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu Program, teaching in the program at both 
Donnan Elementary and Vimy Ridge Academy. The BJJ Program continues to be the only 
martial arts program offered in partnership with a major school board in North America. 
Outside of school and teaching/training Jiu-Jitsu, Curt enjoys training with his wife for 
triathlons, traveling, and looking after his 4 dogs. 

Mr. Curtis Malin 



Mr. McClain is very excited to join the Vimy staff and be a part of the Hockey program. He 
completed a Physical Education/Education Combined degree from the University of Alberta 
in 2003. He is teaching grade 7/8 Social Studies and grade 9 hockey. He was a member of the 
Goldenbear Hockey program from 1998-2001 and was part of the Back to Back National 
Championships in 1999-2000. Mr. McClain has spent his summers working with kids in a 
variety of sports and summer camps. Mr. McClain has taught tennis, waterskiing/
wakeboarding, and hockey since graduating from university. 

Mr. Kelly McClain 

Ms. McGinnis is in her 14th year with the Science Department at Vimy Ridge.  Ms. McGinnis 
has been teaching Junior and Senior High Sciences, focusing on Chemistry and AP Sciences, 
since earning her Bachelor of Education from the University of Alberta.  Throughout her 
career Ms. McGinnis has not only travelled internationally with students to participate in 
Science Fairs, but has also coached Basketball, Volleyball and Badminton at the City and 
Provincial levels.  When not teaching, Ms. McGinnis enjoys spending time in the mountains 
camping and hiking with her husband, son and German shepherd. 

Ms. Dani McGinnis 

Mrs. Noble was born and raised in northern British Columbia. She played varsity basketball 
with the Grande Prairie Regional College Wolves and received ACAC Academic and Athletic 
awards both years. She transferred to the University of Calgary to play basketball with the 
Dinos while she earned her first degree in Kinesiology. Travelling overseas to study in Perth, 
Western Australia, Mrs. Noble received a Graduate Diploma of Education from Edith Cowan 
University with a major in Physical Education and minor in Biology. She has coached many 
school and community sports teams and can be found playing indoor and beach volleyball, 
paddle boarding or biking in the river valley, and cross country, downhill or water skiing 
throughout the year. Being active outdoors and traveling (40 countries and counting!) are 
passions of hers. She enjoys hiking in the mountains or camping at the lake with her husband 
and their three young kids. Mrs. Noble is very proud to have joined the talented team of staff 
and students at Vimy and is excited to be part of the Sport Fit, Science and Foods Programs. 

Mrs. Natalie Noble 

Mr. Onciul is a graduate of the University of Alberta. He graduated with a Bachelor's in 
Kinesiology and Education. Through his experiences in playing sports, recreation, and 
coaching, he has gained an appreciation for lifelong physical activity and learning. He 
strongly believes that physical activity and learning through movement are essential to a 
healthy life. Recently, Mr. Onciul is teaching students about Photography and Design, which 
he believes helps students express their interests creatively. Outside of school Mr. Onciul 
spends his time playing hockey, backpacking, skiing, coaching and running.  

Mr. Byron Onciul 



Ms. Persson earned her Bachelor of Education from the University of Alberta with a major in 
English and a minor in Biology. She is excited to be back at Vimy Ridge Academy for a third 
year. For the previous two years, Ms. Persson has taught English Language Arts, but she is 
excited to be able to teach a few option courses this year, including Art, Leadership, and Film 
Studies, in addition to ELA. Ms. Persson loves working with students to help them find success 
and achieve their goals. When she isn't teaching, Ms. Persson loves cooking, indoor 
gardening, and spending time with her family.  

Ms. Jenna Persson 
 

Mr. Pukalo is a graduate of the University of Alberta, having earned a degree in both Physical 
Education and a degree in Secondary Education. Born and raised in Edmonton, Mr. Pukalo 
played hockey for the South Side Athletic Club as well as Rugby for the Strathcona Druids. 
Mr. Pukalo joins Vimy Ridge Academy this year as Department Head of Physical Education 
and is excited to be working at Vimy in the hockey program where he can support young 
athletes to develop their skills and physical literacy on and off the ice.  
 
When not at Vimy, Mr. Pukalo enjoys spending time with his wife and dogs. Other passions 
include being outside, snowboarding and hiking in the mountains or at the golf course trying 
to shoot a course record. 

Mr. Spencer Pukalo 

Mr. Quinlan comes to Vimy Ridge Academy having completed his Bachelor of Education at 
the University of Alberta. He graduated with a major in Mathematics and a minor in Physical 
Education. As well as teaching those students enrolled in Vimy Lacrosse, Mr. Quinlan will be 
teaching both junior and senior high mathematics as well as lacrosse this year. Even though 
his greatest thrill in life is playing each and every sport he can, he chose a major in 
Mathematics because he just loves numbers. Mr. Quinlan truly believes he can make math 
applicable to anything at any time. When not in the classroom, Mr. Quinlan can be seen 
working out in the fitness center, riding his bike or talking someone's ear off. A former 
professional lacrosse player and coach, Mr. Quinlan will be back behind the bench of the 
Saskatchewan Rush of the National Lacrosse League for his second season as Head Coach and 
Assistant General Manager. This will be his seventeenth year in the National Lacrosse League 
as either a player or coach. He is very excited for his sixteenth year of teaching in the 
classroom and on the field. Mr. Quinlan is married to his amazing wife Shelby and has three 
beautiful daughters, Gracie, Sadie and Annie.     

Mr. Jimmy Quinlan 

Mr. Rolheiser continues his tenure at Vimy, where he has taught both junior high and high 
school Social Studies and Biology. He also completed his student-teaching practicum at Vimy 
while graduating from the University of Alberta in 2014. Mr. Rolheiser is extremely grateful 
for the opportunity to continue working with the Vimy Hockey students while sharing his 
knowledge and experience of the hockey community at all levels. Prior to Vimy, Mr. 
Rolheiser played in the AJHL, WHL, ACAC & CIS/USports, winning league and national 
championships in 2010 and 2014. Outside of the Vimy halls, he can be found spending time 
with his wonderful wife and daughter, golfing, and maintaining an exquisite backyard lawn. 

Mr. Travis Rolheiser 



Mr. Sande is an extremely proud member of the staff at Vimy Ridge and has been teaching 
with EPSB for 26 years. His experiences range from grade 6 to grade 12, with a primary focus 
in math and science for the past 20 years. Mr. Sande has been very involved in coaching 
school sports particularly volleyball and track and field. Further, he is excited to be in his 
20th year of coaching with the Green and Gold Soccer Academy. Mr. Sande is looking 
forward to having a phenomenal year at Vimy Ridge and bringing his passion for academics 
and athletics to the classroom, volleyball court and to the field. 

Mr. Neil Sande 

Ms. Schellenberg graduated from the University of Alberta with a Bachelor of Arts in 
Recreation Sport and Tourism and an After Degree in Secondary Education. During her time 
at the University she played on the Pandas Soccer team from 2011 to 2015 and represented 
Canada playing for the University National Team at the World University Games in both 
South Korea and Taiwan. She is very excited to be returning to these halls after graduating 
from Vimy and the Green and Gold Academy in 2011. Ms. Schellenberg is looking forward to 
being a part of the community that she valued so much growing up. 

Ms. Annalise  
Schellenberg 

This is Lara's 2nd year at Vimy Ridge Academy in the Hockey Program as well as teaching 
junior high social studies. Lara has been teaching as a member of AAD at Donnan School 
since 2007 where she originally started as a teacher in The Hockey Program and later joined 
the Sport Fit Program in 2011 as the Program Director. She is excited to share her many 
passions in all aspects of a healthy life-style with her students and promote life-long active 
habits through her involvement with the Sport Fit Program here at Vimy Ridge! Lara is a 
University of Alberta graduate from the Physical Education/ Education program and was a 
member of the University of Alberta Pandas Women’s Hockey Team, winning 4 National 
Championships in her 5 years as well as numerous Academic All-Canadians and Canada 
West All-Stars. Lara is a Hockey Canada HP1 level certified coach and has been coaching 
female hockey for over 20 years including Team Alberta, Sherwood Park Midget AAA Fury, 
Edmonton Bantam AAA Lightening and was the assistant coach of the MacEwan University 
Women’s Hockey Team from 2010-2022. Lara has played many sports both recreationally and 
competitively since graduating from University as well, she returned to the U of A in 2016 to 
complete her Master’s Degree in Educational Leadership and competed in Canada West Golf 
for the U of A during her Masters. Lara continues to play ice hockey, ball hockey, softball, 
golf, and many other recreational activities in her free time.   

Ms. Lara Ruppell 



No biography provided. Mr. Philip Smyth 

Mr. Schmidt is very excited to be back at Vimy Ridge Academy in the role of Program 
Director for the Outdoor Pursuits program. He completed a Bachelor of Arts (Psychology) 
and a Bachelor of Education Degree at the University of Alberta and began working for 
Edmonton Public Schools in 1999. Mr. Schmidt has been involved in outdoor activities for 
many years and in his spare time you can find him riding his mountain bike, fishing on a 
river or enjoying himself on the ski slopes. Mr. Schmidt is an active member of the ski racing 
community and is the past Alpine Chair for Snow Valley Racing. 

Mr. Rob Schmidt 

Mrs. Sherren is a graduate of the University of Alberta where she graduated with distinction. 
She spent 10 years abroad, travelling and working in many countries. In her travels she 
gained valuable life experience as well as fluency in both Spanish and Catalan. In Spain, 
Mrs. Sherren taught English, worked in an international school, and took groups of students 
to Malta for English programs. Mrs. Sherren believes that language learning should be 
engaging and that students should be involved in authentic activities and tasks that reflect 
the students’ personal interests. In addition to Spanish, Mrs. Sherren also teaches Social 
Studies and enjoys it very much. Outside of school Mrs. Sherren enjoys spending time with 
her family, camping, hiking, biking, kayaking, travelling, and gardening. Mrs. Sherren has 
two children that are also Raiders.    

Mrs. Madeline  
Sherren 

Mrs. Spence is a graduate of the University of Alberta with a Bachelor of Education, majoring 
in Math and minoring in Physical Education. This is her fifth year at Vimy Ridge Academy. 
Mrs. Spence is a former alpine ski racer and continues to love to ski.  She also enjoys x‐
country skiing, running, biking, hiking and fitness. That said, she spends most of her spare 
time being a mom (a.k.a. cook/house cleaner/taxi driver/spectator of sports and drama 
productions/etc.)!  Mrs. Spence loves to explore the world and road trip with her family in 
their VW camper van. 

Ms. Erin Spence-
Berjian 



Mr. Wass graduated from the University of Alberta with a degree in Physical Education and 
Education. At the U of A he wrestled with the Golden Bears, he was a two-time national 
medalist and a part of three Conference Team Titles and one National Team Title during his 
five years with the team. He began studying Brazilian Jiu Jitsu in 2010 during his time outside 
of the wrestling seasons. After retiring from competition in wrestling he began to train and 
compete more frequently in Brazilian Jiu Jitsu. In 2017 he competed in the IBJJF World No Gi 
Championship earning a Bronze medal in his division. Mr. Wass enjoys also spending time 
with his family outdoors in the river valley as well as camping and hiking in the mountains.  

Mr. Jason Wass 

Mr. Stewart is excited to join the Vimy team.  He began his teaching career in 1998 at Ryley 
School.  In 2001, Mr. Stewart left the small rural school to teach in the bright lights of 
Edmonton.  He spent eight years at Kate Chegwin, followed by ten years at Harry Ainlay.   
During this time, Mr. Stewart has taught all levels of Mathematics, including IB.  No matter 
where or what he taught, Mr. Stewart’s goal has always been a simple one, to help students 
meet their goals.  Whether a student is strong in math and is looking for a challenge, or 
struggles in math and needs help to succeed, Mr. Stewart is there for his students.  Outside of 
teaching and math, Mr. Stewart spends as much time as possible with his wife Leslie, and two 
children, Breanne and Alexander.  

Mr. Mathias Stewart 

Mr. Thomson is looking forward to another year at Vimy Ridge Academy in the English 
department. This will be his eighth year at the school, having previously worked at Vimy for 
six years before spending four years at Jasper Place High School. He has since returned as 
the Department Head of English for the past couple of years. He is a graduate of the 
University of Alberta, earning both his Bachelor's and Master's degrees there in Secondary 
Education. He is happy to have the opportunity to continue to share his passion for literature, 
film, music, and pop culture with his students. When not at school, Mr. Thomson can be found 
spending his time with his family, at an excessively loud concert, or hitting the road on his 
motorcycle. 

Mr. Andrew  
Thomson 

Ms. Walsh is a graduate of the University of Alberta, having earned a degree in Secondary 
Education with a Major in Mathematics and a Minor in General Sciences. After teaching 
junior high math and sciences in Fort McMurray last year, Ms. Walsh could not be more 
excited to join the Vimy Ridge Academy team this year. She grew up swimming, as well as 
playing many other recreational sports; and is excited to get involved in the athletic side of 
the school. When not teaching Ms. Walsh enjoys traveling, being outdoors, and keeping 
active. 

Ms. Kate Walsh 



Mr. Wheaton has been with Vimy Ridge Academy since 2015. He was born in Surrey, British 
Columbia, and moved to Sherwood Park in 1999. He received his Bachelor of Commerce 
degree in 2012. After working as a retail manager for one year, he pursed his passion for 
education. He completed his Bachelor of Education degree in 2015 at The King’s University 
with a minor in Mathematics and Social Studies. Mr. Wheaton grew up playing lacrosse for 
the Sherwood Park Titans, including their tier 1 team, the St. Albert Junior Miners, and is 
currently a member of the Fort Saskatchewan Senior Rebels. Mr. Wheaton also grew up 
playing hockey in Sherwood Park, where he played for the U18 AAA Kings, as well as 
coaching with SPKAC and Fort Saskatchewan Major Hockey. Mr. Wheaton is married with 
two amazing daughters, Ivy and Eden. When not teaching or at the rink, you can find Mr. 
Wheaton at the gym, walking his dog, or spending time with his amazing family. 

Mr. Jordan Wheaton 

Mrs. Lindsay  
White-Thornton 

Mrs. Thornton was awarded a Bachelor of Arts Degree (English, History) from Concordia 
University in 2008 and a Bachelor of Education Degree (Social Studies, English Language 
Arts) from the University of Alberta in 2011.  She has been teaching for Vimy Dance since 
2000 and for a number of dance programs around Edmonton and area. She is a 
choreographer, adjudicator, mock examiner and strong proponent of the arts, in all its many 
forms. Mrs. Thornton has a diverse background from which she pulls inspiration for her 
teaching practices in classrooms and studios alike. Having worked for the Government of 
Alberta (Human Services, Employment and Immigration) and Alberta Health Services in a 
variety of roles, Mrs. Thornton has a passion herself for life-long learning and looks forward 
to sharing it with her students. When she’s not at Vimy, she enjoys camping and spending 
time outdoors with her husband, two dogs and two children.  

Mr. Brad  
Whittingham 

Mr. Whittingham is part of the Social Studies Department and Outdoor Pursuits Program at 
Vimy Ridge Academy. He is a graduate of the University of Alberta with a Bachelor of 
Physical Education and Bachelor of Education. Mr. Whittingham has been with Edmonton 
Public Schools since 2000, teaching Social Studies, Physical Education, Work Experience, 
and involved with Student Services working with at risk students. He has enjoyed coaching 
Basketball and Rugby throughout his career and is passionate about helping students 
explore and be successful in the many opportunities at Vimy. Mr. Whittingham was born and 
raised in Edmonton competing in hockey, rugby, boxing, baseball, basketball, and a variety 
of other athletic endeavours. He has also been an avid outdoors enthusiast throughout his life 
camping, mountain biking, fishing, hunting, water skiing, downhill skiing, cross country 
skiing and paddling. He hopes to help instill the passion for lifelong learning and an active 
lifestyle in all his students.   

Mr. Darryl  
Weinberger 

Mr. Weinberger has taught in Edmonton Public Schools since 1994.  He has been a teacher, 
Department Head and Assistant Principal during his tenure.  Mr. Weinberger has taught a 
vast array of courses and coached numerous co-curricular teams.  Darryl and his wife Cathy 
have two children, Kaylynn and Thomas.  



Nancy Youngs graduated with honors and distinction from the University of Alberta in 1992 
with her Bachelor of Physical Education and in 1994 with her Bachelor of Education degrees.  
While attending University she was a team member of the Panda’s Basketball Program from 
1990 to 1992.  Before transferring to the U of A, Nancy played college volleyball for the Red 
Deer College Queen’s, as well she was a team member for their golf program and cross 
country running team.  After graduating, Nancy obtained a teaching position at McNally High 
School teaching physical education, fitness and math.  Nancy obtained her level 3 
certification in the sport of basketball and went on to coach the girls program at McNally.  
They had a very successful eight years, making it to provincials three times.  Nancy spent 
four years co-coaching the Midget Girls Alberta Basketball Team.   After McNally, Nancy 
became the Department Head of Physical Education and Athletics at T.D. Baker school for 
two years; she then completed six years at Ross Sheppard High School, one of those years 
being the Assistant Department Head of Athletics.  During these years Nancy coached high 
school volleyball, basketball, and track and field.  In 2009, Nancy took a leave of absence to 
start her own business; she is currently teaching part time at Vimy Ridge and running her 
business. 
 
Nancy is very passionate about sport and athletics.  She completed her first Ironman in 2006, 
and continues to keep sport important for herself and her children.  Nancy believes that 
teaching is getting to know students, staff and parents on a more genuine level.  A true 
measure of teaching comes from the success that lies within the framework of the school and 
in how each individual within that foundation collaborates to create something that is magical 
for the students of our future. 
 
She believes we, as teachers, teach for the student’s future and for our own.  Teaching is a 
passion.  One must be willing to take a risk in order to have our children reap the true 
rewards from the profession. 

Mrs. Nancy Youngs 

Mr. James Wilson Mr. Wilson is a graduate of the University of Auckland with a Bachelor of Health and Physical 
Education, and has recently moved from Auckland, New Zealand. Mr. Wilson has been with 
Edmonton Public School Board since 2017 teaching math, science and grade 6 elementary. 
Mr. Wilson teaches sportfit and the baseball/softball program. Mr. Wilson has worked as a 
professional baseball coach since 2014. He has worked as a development officer for the New 
Zealand Baseball Association and the Auckland Baseball Association. Since arriving in 
Alberta, Mr. Wilson has worked with the South Jasper Place Minor Baseball Association as a 
technical director as well as working with Baseball Alberta. Mr. Wilson recently welcomed 
his daughter into the world and he absolutely loves being a Dad. In his limited spare time, 
you will see him playing golf with friends or spending time with family. 



PROGRAM PARTNERS 

Mr. Bosch is the Academy Director and Head Coach for the Vimy Ridge Academy Soccer 
Program. He has been with the University of Alberta’s Green & Gold Soccer Academy and 
the Vimy Ridge Academy Soccer Program since their inceptions in 2001. During this time, 
he also worked as an assistant coach with the University of Alberta Golden Bears Soccer 
program, winning 3 National Championships in 2003, 2006, and 2016. In a youth capacity, 
he has coached in the Edmonton Juventus Soccer Club, winning multiple provincial 
championships and 3 national youth championships in 2007, 2009 and 2016. He has also 
worked as a Head Coach in the Alberta Soccer Association’s Provincial Team Program and 
the FC Edmonton Academy and holds a National B Coaching License from the Canadian 
Soccer Association. 

Mr. Kurt Bosch 

Logan grew up in Stony Plain with a rich athletic background in school sports, club soccer, 
and national level triathlon. Upon admission to the Faculty of Kinesiology at the University 
of Alberta, he found his passion for long distance running with Bears Cross Country and 
Track and Field teams. He continues to compete for the Golden Bears with his last 
remaining years of eligibility. Logan started work at Vimy Ridge Academy in Spring of 2022 
as part of the practicum component of his degree. His performance and passion for sport 
and physical activity made him the ideal fit within his new role as Director of the Sport Fit 
Program. 

Mr. Logan Arthur 

Travis is the Director for Vimy Esports, Vimy's newest academy. He has a passion for sports 
and technology and was fortunate to be offered a position with AAD in 2009 so that he is able 
to focus daily on both of these passions while working at Donnan and Vimy. Since 2009, Travis 
has been the AAD Communications Director and in that role, he is tasked with promoting all 
of the AAD programs at Donnan and Vimy, building/repairing all of the AAD computers, 
designing, developing and administering all of the AAD websites and social media accounts 
and designing the AAD student-athlete clothing. Travis comes from a traditional sports 
background where he has coached hockey at the PeeWee AA, Bantam AA and AAA levels as 
well as various spring hockey teams and holds a Coach 1 Hockey certification, as well as 
certifications in Body Checking, Concussion Training, safety and First Aid. Mr. Bouchard also 
holds coaching certifications in baseball and has coached at various levels. He has sat on both 
the Sherwood Park Minor Baseball Board and is currently the Vice President of the Edmonton 
Disc Golf Association. Travis is also the Alberta co-representative for the National Education 
Council for Esport Canada.  When he’s not at work, Travis enjoys reading, video games, 
music and spending time outside with his wife Stefanie and sons Lincoln and Griffin. 

Mr. Travis Bouchard 



PROGRAM PARTNERS 

Born and raised in Spruce Grove, Nathan played his entire minor hockey years in Spruce and 
then went on to play in the W.H.L for the Regina Pats. He was drafted in the 11th round 245th 
overall to the Toronto Maple Leafs in 1992. Nathan was team captain of the St. John’s Maple 
Leafs from 1997-2002 and won the Fred T. Hunt AHL League Memorial Award which honors 
the player best exemplifying the qualities of sportsmanship, determination and dedication to 
hockey – 2001/2002. Nathan then went on to play 260 games in the N.H.L with Toronto, 
Chicago, Los Angeles and Boston. In his career, he has played over 850 games during a 14 
year professional career in the N.H.L and A.H.L that spanned Canada, United States, and 
Europe. Nathan is excited to bring his experience, knowledge and enthusiasm of the game to 
the students at Vimy Hockey.  

Mr. Nathan Dempsey  

Ryan started at Vimy as a practicum student while completing a degree in Physical Education 
at the University of Alberta. Although he left for a few years, he was more than happy to 
return as a full time hockey instructor. Ryan grew up in Lloydminster with two brothers, all 
three playing their minor hockey in Lloyd. He went on to play junior hockey for the 
hometown Blazers of the AJHL and then one season with the Concordia Thunder of the ACAC 
before moving on to the U of A to complete his degree. Ryan is not the only Mr. Faulkner 
roaming the halls at Vimy, his brother Blair is a teacher here as well. Ryan has transferred 
from the hockey program into an administration role with AAD as an operations director. 
When not at work, he enjoys spending time with his wife and two young children.   

Mr. Ryan Faulkner  

This is Mr. Dailey's fifth year as an on-ice instructor at Vimy Ridge. He previously attended 
Vimy Ridge as a student from grades 8-12, graduating in 2008. Mr. Dailey graduated from the 
University of Alberta in 2015 with a Bachelor of Arts – Sports, Recreation and Tourism degree. 
While attending school, he was also a member of the Golden Bears hockey team. 
 
He is very excited to be a part of Vimy Hockey. He had instructors from Vimy who he credits 
a lot of his on-ice success to and hopes to be that mentor for players coming through the 
Vimy program. Mr. Dailey is looking forward to developing good hockey players and more 
importantly great citizens in the community. 

Mr. Zack Dailey 

Chris has worked with local and international sports teams for the past 20 years including 
rugby, hockey, basketball, and dance. He holds a certificate in Sports Physiotherapy and has 
a special interest in the area of pediatric sports injuries. A clinical educator with the 
University of Alberta, he is a regular presenter and research collaborator, and was recently 
recognized with a UofA Teaching Award. Chris’ unique treatment style focuses on 
empowering patients, both young and old, to overcome obstacles through education and 
exercise. 

Mr. Chris Holt 



PROGRAM PARTNERS 

Mr. Jones is the longest-serving member of the AAD team. He has been with AAD since 1998 
and, after doing an exceptional job as a lead hockey instructor at Donnan and Vimy Hockey, 
has taken on the responsibilities of Executive Director since 2004. His commitment to the 
belief that “Academic Training” AND “Physical Training” must be equal partners in the 
development of a student athlete has proven to be true for many students who have walked 
through the doors of Vimy Ridge Academy and Donnan School. 

Mr. Jeff Jones 

CJ is thrilled and honoured to take over as the new Director of Baseball at Vimy Ridge 
Academy School. He is a highly experienced and energetic coach – this being his 19th year 
serving budding, baseball student-athletes and their families. It all began for him whilst 
attending University of Auckland studying Psychology and Education. While coaching and 
building grass roots programs at various club teams as well as spearheading several 
National Program teams, he developed a curiosity to further understand movement, 
biomechanics, nutrition, and optimal athlete performance. In 2011, he was offered to bring 
his talents to Canada and help rebuild a powerhouse of a program in St. Albert Minor 
Baseball Cardinals. He coached the Midget AAA program into winning a Western Canadian 
National Championship in 2013, and laid the foundation to consecutive representation at 
National Championships. Later, he went onto establish and promote competitive baseball 
programs in Edmonton, in South Jasper Place Minor Baseball Blue Jays. He currently 
oversees as their Technical Director of Baseball Operations, their Movement coach, and 
Sports Turf Manager. Concurrently, he took-up coaching under the tutelage of ex-Kansas 
City Royals MiLB standout, Ray Brown & ex-Boston Red Sox World Series winning Hitting 
Instructor, Orv Franchuk, in the Western Canadian Baseball (Summer Collegiate) League 
with the Edmonton Prospects Baseball Club. After 5x seasons, they produced the most 
winning teams in their club history, all the while showcasing some of the best Canadian born 
talent from Alberta and British Columbia, as well as attaining their back-to-back West 
Division Championships and consecutive championship runs in ’07 & ’08. CJ’s love for the 
game extends him spending time coaching coaches as a NCCP Learning Facilitator, and as a 
Level 3 Baseball Canada umpire official. 
 
Some fun facts about CJ: born in Ceylon. Grew-up in New Zealand. Resides in Edmonton. 
Baseball appeared in his veins at 19. Loves flora & fauna. Is a Jungle Tiger most of the day! 
Loves to move, read, listen/play music – and travel. Plans to climb Mt. Everest & explore 
space one day. 
 
CJ is extremely excited about the opportunity to build the baseball program with his 
colleagues & staff at Vimy from the ground level and has very high expectations for his 
student-athletes both in the classroom, on the field and in life. Now he combines his thirst to 
learn and become better, his compassionate yet holistic-coaching style, guiding and 
empowering our next generation to attain their own goals and dreams. 

Mr. CJ Jayasekera 



PROGRAM PARTNERS 

Ariana is in her first full year at Vimy Ridge Academy as a goalie and cognitive instructor, 
and also assists on the ice with the ringette academy. Ariana earned her Kinesiology Diploma 
at Red Deer College while playing for the women’s hockey team, and then proceeded to 
finish her Kinesiology Degree at the University of Alberta. Since graduating, Ariana 
continues to stay involved with hockey in multiple areas. These include mentoring under 
Kurtis Mucha as a goaltending instructor, assistant coaching with the Edmonton Wolves in the 
AJFHL and assistant coaching with Hockey Alberta at Alberta Challenge. Ariana’s coaching 
has also led her to train the cognitive side of the game, and she currently trains athletes of 
various levels including those playing in NCAA, Usports, ACHA, ACAC and minor level 
associations. 

She is excited to continue working with the athletes and staff at Vimy Ridge. 

Ms. Ariana Kresic 

Josh is in his first year as a full-time instructor. Born in Yellowknife NT, moving to Edmonton 
in 1996 he has called Edmonton home for the last 27 years. Josh attended Vimy from 2002-
2004, and it played a crucial part of his development, and he credits the great instructors he 
had while he attended the school. 
 
Josh played four years in the AJHL For the Sherwood Park Crusaders and Fort McMurray 
serving as captain his last year. Josh has coached for the past 11 seasons, spending time at 
SSAC U15AAA Winning a Western Canadian Championship.  LJAC U18AAA and a Provincial 
Championship. The past 5 seasons he was the Assistant GM/Associate Coach of the 
Waywayseecappo Wolverines in the MJHL. In his spare time, Josh works for the Manitoba 
junior hockey league, and is still connected with the Wolverines. With a decade of 
experience in power skating and on/off ice skill development. Josh is very excited to be back 
at Vimy, and share his passion for the game. Developing great humans, on and off the ice. 
Away from the rink Josh enjoys spending time with his wife, family and friends. 

Mr. Josh Lee 

Sarah Lehman, Vimy Lacrosse Instructor, grew up watching her Dad play lacrosse for the 
Edmonton Outlaws and fell in love with the game. She began playing minor lacrosse for the 
St. Albert Rams when she was 10 years old, and played for the Oshawa Lady Blue Knights and 
Whitby Warriors while attending highschool in Ontario. In 2011, Sarah captained the U19 
Canadian team where they won Bronze in Hannover, Germany. Sarah played her collegiate 
lacrosse at Limestone College and graduated with a major in Strength and Conditioning in 
2014 as a member of the IWLCA Academic Honor Roll. During her time as a Saint, Sarah was 
a 4x All-Conference player, a 3x All-American, and captained the program her senior year. 
She remains 6th all-time in D2 assists and 14th all-time in D2 points. The team won 4 
Conference Championships and made 4 NCAA tournament appearances, two being in the 
NCAA finals. After graduating Sarah lived in England for a year where she coached lacrosse 
at the Godolphin school in Salisbury. She also coached county and regional teams, and 
coached Wales U19 at Home Internationals and at the 2015 World Cup in Edinburgh, 
Scotland. In the fall of 2015, Sarah began coaching with Vimy Lacrosse and after a few years 
away from the program, was excited to rejoin the Vimy Lacrosse instructional staff! When she 
is not on the field, Sarah enjoys spending time with her husband and son. 

Ms. Sarah Lehman 



PROGRAM PARTNERS 

Kurtis is in his second year as the Director of Goalie Development at the Vimy Ridge 
Academy and will be leading all the junior and high school goalie sessions.  Kurtis has been 
working with the OR Sports platform for the past 5+ years under founders Lyle Mast and 
Dustin Schwartz. The OR Sports platform of Head Trajectory and tracking will continue to be 
the main priority of goalie training at Vimy Ridge as well as the Donnan hockey programs.  
Kurtis grew up in the Sherwood Park Kings Club Association before being drafted into the 
WHL and moving onto a 5 year career there. Splitting time between the Portland 
Winterhawks and the Kamloops Blazers, Kurtis enjoyed a successful junior career. During his 
time in the WHL he was able to attend 2 NHL camps, the Phoenix Coyotes in 2008 and the 
Edmonton Oilers in 2009. Kurtis got into a few minor pro games and backed up for the 
Edmonton Oilers in an emergency situation before choosing to attend the University of 
Alberta and earn his degree. During his time at the U of A, Kurtis played for the Golden Bears 
Hockey team, a perennial championship contender. His years with the Golden Bears saw a lot 
of personal success and more importantly team success. Kurtis was named the CIS 
Goaltender of The Year for the best goalie in Canada’s university hockey in 2012-13. During 
his tutelage with the Bears, they managed to win the Canada West league 4 out of 5 seasons 
and win the national championship his last 2 season. Kurtis enjoyed his time at the U of A and 
attributes a lot of who he his today from his time spent at university.  Currently, Kurtis is 
coaching in the WHL as the Goalie Development Coach for the Edmonton Oil Kings. Kurtis is 
also coaching with the Spruce Grove Saints and a few other AAA teams around Edmonton.  
When Kurtis is not at the rink you will find him fishing on various lakes in Alberta, golfing in 
the summer, and running year round!  Kurtis is very excited to join the exceptional staff at 
Vimy Ridge and looks forward to developing excellent goalies and more importantly good 
people. 

Mr. Kurtis Mucha 

Ms. Heather Osgood 
heather.osgood@epsb.ca 

Heather graduated in 1999 from The University of Alberta with a Bachelor of Kinesiology. She 
has worked and presented professionally as a personal and team trainer for 17 years and is 
currently in her thirteenth year acting as the Fitness Director for Vimy Hockey and Vimy 
Lacrosse.   Heather has designed and implemented training programs for countless hockey 
players from various leagues, including, but not limited to: The NHL, AHL, WHL and AJHL. 
She has also worked extensively with female hockey players encompassing leagues such as 
NCAA, CIS and ACAC.  Over the past 7 years, Heather has been the Strength and 
Conditioning Coach for the Women’s U-18 Team that represents Alberta at the U18 National 
Championships. Many players from these teams have gone on to represent Team Canada in 
various tournaments around the world.  In addition to training hockey players, Heather has 
worked with many lacrosse athletes. She has provided strength and conditioning programs 
for The Sherwood Park Outlaws (senior men’s lacrosse team), U-19 Razorbacks and the Junior 
B Titans. 

Ms. Heather Osgood 



PROGRAM PARTNERS 

Britannie is starting her second year as a Lacrosse Instructor at Vimy. Britannie started 
playing box lacrosse at 10 years old for the Westlock Rock, and transitioned to the field game 
at age 17. Brit has competed in three national championships as a member of Team Alberta - 
2013 and 2015 for box and 2018 for field. Britannie played collegiate lacrosse at Limestone 
University where she earned All-Conference, All-Region and All-American honors while also 
serving as team captain during her senior season. 
  
Since graduating from Limestone in 2021, Britannie has moved back to the Edmonton area. 
She has been coaching several youth teams with the Edmonton Razorbacks and North Strong 
Lacrosse. Britannie is looking forward to another fantastic year at Vimy Ridge! 

Ms. Britannie  
Ouimet 

Dr. Erika Persson Dr. Persson completed her medical degree at the University of Alberta in 2005 and followed 
this with her Pediatric Residency at the University of Alberta and Stollery Children’s Hospital 
in 2009. She then went on to complete her Pediatric Sport Medicine Fellowship at the 
University of Manitoba as the first fellow in the first and only Canadian Pediatric Sport 
Medicine Training program. She holds her diploma in Sport and Exercise Medicine from the 
Canadian Academy of Sport and Exercise Medicine.  
 
Dr. Persson started her Pediatric Sports Medicine Practice in July 2010. She has a special 
interest in performing arts medicine and asthetic sports including dance, gymnastics and 
figure skating. Dr. Persson’s own sporting history is in dance and she has performed 
internationally with Royal Caribbean Cruises and also taught dance to children and adults. 
She is currently a barre fitness instructor in her ‘free time’ and enjoys keeping an active 
healthy lifestyle.  Dr. Persson has been part of numerous Team Canada Health Care teams 
including the most recent 2018 Winter Olympics in South Korea; the 2016 Youth Winter 
Olympic Games in Norway and the 2015 and 2017 editions of the FISU Universiade games. 
She has also been sponsored medical for the last 4 Canada Games. She is also a Team 
Physician for Skate Canada and works with elite national figure skaters travelling 
internationally numerous times per year.   
 
Dr. Persson is an Associate Clinical Professor in General Pediatrics at the University of 
Alberta, Departments of Pediatrics and Family Medicine and sees patients and families at 
Summerside Children’s and Sport Physiotherapy Clinic in Edmonton as well as at VIMY Ridge 
Academy.   



PROGRAM PARTNERS 

Mr. Stacey Rayan This is Stacey’s first year as a full time on ice instructor. He has been with the hockey 
program for 4+ years as an on ice support instructor.  Stacey grew up in Sherwood Park 
playing his minor hockey for the Kings association where he has also coached for over 10 
years. Stacey also played his junior hockey for the Crusaders in Sherwood Park of the AJHL 
and then went on to play College hockey at NAIT where he captained a national 
Championship team. When he finished College he went on to play in the first division in 
Germany and the ECHL for 3 years, Stacey graduated from NAIT with a finance diploma. 
 
Stacey is very excited to be apart of the hockey program where he can share his knowledge/
passion with the staff and students in the hockey program. Stacey also has a son attending his 
second year in the hockey program at Vimy Ridge.  

Mr. Brennen York Brennen York attended Vimy Ridge Academy from 2009-2015, taking part in the hockey 
program during that time. Brennen has spent the past three years as a support member with 
the hockey program, and now entering first year as a lead instructor. Currently serving as a 
senior scout with the Brandon Wheat Kings of the Western Hockey League, and entering a 
sixth season with the club. 

Mr. Jory Stuparyk Jory has been a part of Vimy Hockey and AAD since 2009 as an on ice instructor. Since 2016 
he has been the Campus Director at Donnan Elementary School and Lead Hockey 
Instructor. He has a degree in Kinesiology and Coaching Studies, graduating from Red Deer 
College and University of Alberta. 
  
Jory has worked with a number of Canadian National Teams as a Video Coach, who have 
gone and won World Championships. Along with these accolades, he has been with the 
Edmonton Oil Kings since the 2010-11 season. Starting as a Video coach and now 
transitioning into a scout, Jory has won 3 WHL Championships with the Oil Kings along with 
the 2014 Memorial Cup. 
 
Jory is excited to be working with the student-athletes at both Donnan and Vimy 
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